2. Break up the sentence 3. If you're struggling, make it simple

Long sentences do W’Ol‘l\' but [hc\r Not every sentence h}ls to bC beilutiﬁl].
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“She saw him when she opened the need careful management. It’s actually sometimes very
B door” feels messy. T overwhelming if they all are.
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“She opened the door and saw him” slivictcs . U T

4 i3 | 5}) 1t the sentence mto smaller 1aeas. -

tells the reader what’s important. | worry about it’s beauty later on.

If you rcu]ly can’t get it to sound write, = .
; Write the sentence Slmply and

()ﬁ(‘ﬂ we Hnd OLll'SCI\’CS using thC same l')’PCS

5. Hunt down the word ‘that’ and get 6N

'id of i never you can.
B dessiption. . } rid of it whenever you can. [} \\_ l

fa ST : d ; | Short sentences for impact. Longer sentences
Moving words around can make your e 2 \ to make readers feel overwhelmed.
sentences feel fresh and interesting. J (

Emma Cline does this best: the no[hlng ]ump

of words in the same spaces and it limits our

0(‘ \Ofl mmy fl‘llU at




10. Be aware of cliché

Simile and metaphor are only useful
it thcy'rc interesting,

Ifthc l‘CZldCl' l(l'lOV\’S WhCl‘C tl'lC sentence 1is

going thcy'rc going to be less cngzlgcd.
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8. Be specific | e

Birds - pigeons
e

L\ Food - oily crisp
\ s

People - two girls sharing one pair
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This sharpens the image for the reader.
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Stuck in a scene and don't know
where to go next? Do what the pros
do:

Put what happens in brackets.

[Our hero escapes death by doing
something clever.]

Then write what happens after that.
Keeping your writing momentum is
key. Often you'll find the answer later in
the work.

9. Be careful of your
prepositional phrases

“In the middle of the street in
front of the shop near the corner”

You might want to use this purposefully for |
effect, but otherwise it's good to trim. [©
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